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DETAILED ACTION 
Election/Restrictions 

Examiner vacates previous restriction requirement. 

Specification 

The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The title of the 
invention has a typo "Comperssion" and should be amended to read "System and Method for 
File Compression". Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 7, 8, 15 and 20, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the disclosed 
invention is inoperative and therefore lacks utility. 

1 . With regards to claims regards to claims 7 and 8, the term "wherein said receiving and 
said outputting are carried out concurrently" cannot be performed by4he invention since the 
video capture device cannot output the compressed file at the same instant in time that it 
receives it since it must compress the file before outputting it back to the processor. It is 
inherent for there to be a lag and thus the outputting cannot be concurrent to the receiving. 

2. With regards to claims 15 and 20, they suffer from the same deficiencies as claims 7 and 
8 above and thus rejected under the same rationale. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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Claims 5-8, 13, 15, 16, 19 and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, 
as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

3. With regards to claim 5, the term "wherein said file is compressed" is indefinite since it is 
unclear if it's referring to the file sent by the processor to the video capture device which can 
start off as a compressed and then be compressed again even more, or if it's referring to the file 

■ 

being returned from the video capture device to the processor being a compressed file, which 
would then fail to further limit the parent claim. 

4. With regards to claims 6, it suffers from the same deficiencies as it's parent claim 5 
above and thus rejected under the same rationale. 

5. With regards to claim 8, it isn't clear if the applicant is trying to claim one and only one 
serial connection which would be a bidirectional line (thus only one device can use the bus line 
at one time), or one serial connection to send data from the processor to the video capture 
device and an additional serial connection to return compressed data from the video capture 
device back to the processor which would then work as two node loop where both the processor 
and the video capture device can send data and compressed data respectively to each other 
over the two different sections of the loop. 

6. With regards to claim 13, the term "high speed" is a relative term which renders the 
claim indefinite. The term "high speed" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not 
provide a standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art 
would not be reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. "High Speed" cannot 
necessarily be fast enough (thus being low speed) for some of ordinary skill in the art, and it 
could be average speed for others. 
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7. With regards to claims 15, 16, 19, and 20, they all suffer from the same deficiencies as 
claim 13 above because of the use of the term "high speed" and thus are rejected under the 
same rationale. 

8. With further regards to claims 15, it also suffers from the same deficiencies as claim 8 
above and thus rejected under the same rationale. 

9. With further regards to claim 20, it also suffers from the same deficiencies as claim 8, 

above and thus rejected under the same rationale. 

Due to the vagueness and a lack of clear definiteness used in the claims, the claims 
have been treated on their merits as best understood by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-6, 10, 1 1, 13, 16, 17 and 19, are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by US Patent No. 5,535,011 to Yamagami etal. (hereinafter Yamagami). 

10. With regards to claim 1, Yamagami teaches a file compression method comprising: 
receiving a file from a processor [fig 1 element 1 12] by a video capture device [figs 1 and 

2, element 1 1 1 integrated with element 100, see column 4 lines 35-38, column 7 lines 30-46, 
column 13 lines 13-35]; 

compressing said file into a compressed file by said video capture device [column 13 
lines 13-35]; and 

outputting the compressed file by said video capture device to said processor [column 
13 lines 13-35]. 
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11. With regards to claim 2, Yamagami teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said file is a 
multimedia file [column 13 lines 13-35, column 15 lines 35-55]. 

12. With regards to claim 3, Yamagami teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said file is a 
video file [column 13 lines 13-35, column 15 lines 35-55, column 17 lines 1 1-14]. 

13. With regards to claim 4, Yamagami teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said file is in 
a digital video format [column 13 lines 13-35, column 15 lines 35-55, column 17 lines 11-14]. 

14. With regards to claim 5, Yamagami teaches the method of claim 1 wherein said file is 
compressed [column 13 lines 13-35]. 

15. With regards to claim 6, Yamagami teaches the method of claim 5 wherein said 
compressed file is in a digital video format [column 13 lines 13-35, column 15 lines 35-55, 
column 17 lines 11-14]. 

16. With regards to claim 10, the method of claim 1 wherein said compressed file is in a 
Digital Versatile Disk compatible format [column 13 lines 13-35, column 15 lines 35-55, column 
17 lines 11-14]. 

1 7. With regards to claim 1 1 , Yamagami teaches the method of claim I further comprising: 
publishing said compressed file using said processor device [column 17 lines 67]. 

1 8. With regards to claim 13, Yamagami teaches a file compression device comprising: 
a compression encoder [fig 6 element 608 or element 202] comprising: 

means for receiving a digital data stream [fig 6 elements 201 and 207]; and 
means for converting said digital data stream into a compressed data stream [fig 
6 element 608 or element 202]; and 

a controller [fig 6 element 207 or element 201] comprising: 
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means for receiving a high speed input stream of a digital file from a processor 
device [fig 6 "output to personal computer" bus connected to element 207 or "output to camera" 
bus connected connected to element 201]; 

means for inputting said input stream into said compression encoder for 
compression [fig 6 element 207 and 201], and 

means for receiving compressed files from said compression encoder for output, 
as an output stream to said processor [fig 6 element 207 element 201 connected over buses to 
elements 608 and 202]. 

19. With regards to claim 19, Yamagami teaches a system comprising: 
a video capture device [fig 5 and fig 6] comprising: 

an analog-to-digital converter [fig 5 element 10]; 

a multimedia compression encoder [fig 6 element 608 or element 202] 



comprising: 



means for receiving a digital data stream [fig 6 elements 201 and 207]; 



and 



means for converting said digital data stream into a compressed 
multimedia data stream [fig 6 element 608 or element 202]; and 

an internal bus for carrying said digital data stream from said analog-to-digital 
converter to said encoder [fig 6 "output to camera" bus connected to element 201], and 
a controller comprising [fig 6 element 207]: 

means for receiving a high speed input stream of a digital multimedia file from a 
processor [fig 6 "output to personal computer" bus connected to element 207]; 

means for inputting said input stream into said internal bus for compression by 
said encoder [fig 6 element 207 and 201]; 
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means for receiving compressed multimedia files from said multimedia 
compression encoder [fig 6 element 207 connected over buses to elements 608 and 
202]; and 

means for outputting said compressed multimedia file as an output stream to said 
processor [fig 6 "output to personal computer" bus connected to element 207]. 

20. With regards to claim 16, the device of claim 13 wherein said high speed input stream is 
an uncompressed digital multimedia data stream [column 13 lines 13-35, column 15 lines 35-55, 
column 17 lines 11-14]. 

21 . With regards to claim 17, it is of the same scope as claim 6 above and thus rejected 
under the same rationale. Furthermore, digital video format is inherent as being compatible for 
use on a Digital versatile disk. The intended use of the digital video format being compatible 
with a DVD is not necessarily limiting. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

* 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 7-9, 12, 14, 15, 18 and 20-22, is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US Patent No. 5,535,011 to Yamagami etal. (hereinafter Yamagami). In view 
of US Patent Application Publication No. US 20030156649 A1 to Abrams, JR. (hereinafter 
Abrams). 

22. With regards to claims 7 and 8, Yamagami fails to teach the method of claim 1 wherein 
said receiving and said outputting are carried out concurrently. However, Abrams teaches 
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receiving and outputting of data being carried out concurrently via a serial connection for the 
benefit of maximizing the bus throughput [paragraphs 63, 120, 121]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of both Yamagami and Abrams to receive and output concurrently via 
a serial connection for the benefit of maximizing bus throughput. 

23. With regards to claim 9, Yamagami fails to teach the method of claim 1 wherein said 
compressed file is in a Moving Pictures Experts Group format. However, Abram teaches 
compression of data using the Moving Pictures Experts Group format for the benefit of being 
able to store the data on a dvd to facilitate playback of the data on a DVD player, [paragraphs 4, 
8, 57, 107] and also for the benefit of being able to provide video over low bandwidth networks 
[paragraphs 4 and 79]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of both Yamagami and Abram have the compressed file be in a 
Moving Pictures Experts Group format for the benefit of being able to store the data on a dvd to 
facilitate playback of the data on a DVD player, and to be able to provide video over low 
bandwidth networks 

24. With regards to claim 12, Yamagami fails to teach the method of claim 1 1 wherein said 
publishing comprises copying said compressed file to a Digital Versatile Disk. However, 
Abrams teaches receiving encoded/compressed digital video data in a computer and 
recording/storing said encoded/compressed digital video data in a Digital Versatile Disk (DVD) 
for the benefit of being able to facilitate playback of the data on a DVD player, [paragraphs 8, 
57, 107]. 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention 
to combine the teachings of both Yamagami and Abrams to have the publishing comprise 



« 
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copying said compressed file to a Digital Versatile Disk for the benefit of being able to facilitate 
playback of the data on a DVD player. 

25. With regards to claim 14 and 21 , Abrams teaches the device of claim 13 wherein said 
controller further comprises: 

means for deserializing said input stream; and 

means for serializing said output stream for the same reasons as those set forth above 
under claim 8 above [paragraphs 63, 120, 121]. 

26. With regards to claim 15, it is of the same scope as claim 8 above and thus rejected 
under the same rationale. 

27. With regards to claim 18, the device of claim 17 it is of the same scope as claims 9 and 
12 above and thus rejected under the same rationale. 

28. With regards to claim 20, it is of the same scope as claim 8 above and thus rejected 
under the same rationale. 

29. With regards to claim 22, it is of the same scope as claims 9 and 12 above and thus 
rejected under the same rationale. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to David E. Martinez whose telephone number is (571) 272-4152. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8:30-5:00 M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici can be reached on (571 ) 272-4083. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



p 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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